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Classified  By:  Charge'  d' Affaires  David  Rundell 
for  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d) 

(C)  On  August  31,  PolOffs  delivered  ref tel  demarche  to 
Ambassador  Talal  al-Malki,  who  oversees  Arab  League  issues 
with  the  Saudi  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs.  Al-Malki  stated 
that  the  SAG  agrees  with  the  U.S.  position  that  the  coup  is 
unacceptable,  but  that  the  Saudis  would  not  make  a public 
announcement  to  this  effect.  He  added  that  the  Saudi 
government's  public  silence  should  be  taken  as  an  expression 
of  disapproval,  and  that  the  Mauritanian  coup  leaders  would 
understand  this.  He  emphasized  that  "this  is  the  Saudi  way." 

Following  this  logic,  al-Malki  advised  that  we  should  not 
expect  the  SAG  to  make  a public  statement  in  support  of  the 
August  19  UN  Security  Council  Presidential  Statement 
condemning  the  overthrow  of  the  Mauritanian  president.  On 
the  other  hand,  al-Malki  listened  attentively  when  the 
Poloffs  advised  that  the  U.S.  was  taking  steps  to  cut  off 
most  assistance  to  Mauritania,  although  he  could  not  say 
whether  the  Saudis  would  follow  suit. 
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